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INREPLY REFERllo:
UTU{8082
v-54762
(rrT-923)

Ccrtified Mail--Return Rcccipt Reguested

Mr- John C. Lewis
MiningEngincer

FAX NO. P. 02

Unitrd States Department of the Interior

BIJRMU OF I.AND MANAGEMENT
Utah State Office
P.O.Box45155

Salt Lake City, UT 841454155
http:l/www.blm.gov
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Dr*'v i  r . , i t -  cAS & MINING
Genwal Resources, Inc.
P. O. Box 1077
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Milq Modifisatioo. Rcsource Bccovcry and hotection Plan (R2P2), Reviscd Lifc of Mine Plan,
low-Seanrl,ongwall Pailels, East and Nor$r Miuing Areas, Ctandall'Canyon ]vfinc

Dear PIr. Lewis:

Thc Burpau of l.and Manag€Etnt (BLM) has rccoivod from Genwsl Rcsoutces, a modificatim to the
subjcct RZHI. Ttre proposed modification reviscs mining plans for low+eam arcas with the acquisition of
low-seam longwall nuchinecy, and updatcs timing for lifo of mine rccovery. Thc changes are fu Fedsral
coal leases LlTU68082,V-54762,and adjaccut State of Utah coal lcascs.

Genwal plans a number of revisious to thc approvcd R2F2.

t. Convcrt a previously apprcved area fq rcom and pilla,r mining n mine two sruall lougwall
panels, #'s ?O and 21. This area is south of West Maius rnd dircctly betweeu the old
longwall panel # 3 on thp west and old works on leme SL{62648 to the east. The arca had
projected coal heiglrts less thrn what tbe previous tongwall equiprnnt could minc. ThE
acquisition of low-seam longwall eguiprrent is Gcnwal's justification for thc change.

Z. Develop and mine longrvall pancl # 22puallel to West Mains and east of old longwall panel
# 2. Again, tbis arca originally was projected with seam heights. In addition, Genwal has
reguested a lease urodification for additional coal lands al the esst€m boundary of UTU-
86082, just west of the outcrop in Huntingfon Canyon. With the rcguisition of low-soam
longwoll eguipunnt, C.renwal will auempt !o develop and extcnd longrvall panels into this
ar@.
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3' hobe/develop the arca north of ptauned longwall panel # 22, as shown on Gcnwal's rnap of
Oct 12, 2{X)4, to ascertain if coal hoights will support coal rccovery. lf probing/development
ptoves a recoverable lesorye, a panel plan will bo submifted for approval. Any coal to be left
unmined musr be approved by BLM prior to abaadoning the area.

4. Revise planncd rocovery of coal remnants in mtins and sub-rnaius. Crenwal plans reteat
r€covery of sotre pillars ard bsniers remlinirrg in rnain entries ""d eub-m4hl entries ald
updates timing and sequencing of this recovery.

The BLM has revicwcd and analyzed the proposed revisions. $arthg with the Foposed longwall parrels
{ 20 and # 21, we agree with the plan. Wiren-Genwal had earlircr completed toniwiU panel # 19 and hod
developed Main East directly north of panel # 19, tte BLM had given vcrbal approval to develo'p 3 t/r
East (a thrce entry development set) into this low coal block that was previously plurncd for room and
pillar mining if coal hcights rre're hieb enough- Subscquent qual_re,rly inspections (Junc 29 and Scptember
14, 2004) confirm coal heights abovc 5 feet thick ana in the range of the new low-seam longwall
equipurcut. Though the apparent and projectcd coal heights arc Dear rhe minimum limits for operating thc
lougwall equipurcnt, the BLM encour.rges frilIrccovery.

The area north of Maio Wcst and cast of old longwrll panel # 2 is also aprproved with similar conditious
as in area ons. This area was not previously scheduled fm mioing as the bnck cnd of old panel # 2
stopped due to corl below 6 fecr which was lhe timits of the prcvious longwall rnashiuery. Wth thc
acquisition of a low-seam contiuuous miner and longwall cquipment, BLM gavc vcrbol appmval o
connect up thc Main Wcst cntries with thc back end blceder cntries of old longwall panet # 2 (now called
3- North off Main West) and then drivo developmeut entries east (called l$ Right Gate off of ld No'rttr)
to ascertain coal heiebts for a low-seam longwall panel. In addition, ccnwal applied fs a leasc
modification for the east end of lcase [ITU{8082 ro acquirc unleascd coal (if il exists with minable
rhickness) bcnrccn thc boundary and the outcrop to Huntington Canyon. An inspection m Sepenrber 14,
2004, verified tlnt the beginnings of lil Righr Ciaic had thicknesses of greatet ttran s feet. We agree with
the proposal and also the general plan to dcvelop north of this proposed panel # 22 to recover minablc
coal with the new low-seam mining equiprnent. Thc requircnnnts for the R2HI for this leasc npdificatiqr
srea arc met with yoru submission. However, Genwal is not authorizcd to mine in the leasc nroditicatsr
area (west quarter of se4io'n 32, township 15 south, range ? east) until a permit uuder the Surface Mning
Cmrol aud Reclasration Act (administereO Uy Uah bivision of Oil Gas and Mining) is issued. Thii
letter will be copied to Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining fl"lDOGM) and will scrvc as our concurrencs
to them for requircurnts wrder thc Mineral Leasing Act.

Jle fourth part of the proposcd revisions depias new requeucing and riming of miniug rcmnan! pillan
tq$ in the mains and submains as part of final rebeat mining. Wl agree and tird thc plan for recovering
pillars in the mains and submains a good artompt to recover tetnnan*oal sunoundcd by mined out areas.
We note that no reheat rnining of Mriu WesiinUy crosscul 116 is depicted on the latest submission"
Genwal informed the BLM in late October, 20M, that thcy were planning to seal Main West due to
adverse loadrng and the inabitity to maintain pa6s:Ue back to the end of Main West. BLM inspected the
area on November 4,2W, arrd ooted thc conditions. lleavy pillar loading we$ trotcd from crosscut 125
all the way back to near ttre end of Main West, Two large irite,rsection caves were noted and hcavy rib
sloughage on the intale entry for nrost of this length. In addition, the rib line to the nonh barrier was
pushing out conl well into the enny. It is apparent rhat pillar rccovery will not be possible. First, beforc
any additional mining can occurt all entries must be made travelablc which will reguire all caves and
failures clcan up and secured. The depth for nrost of Main West is ovcr 15fl) feet with the middle arca
(wherc the worst conditione were noted) is over 20@ feet deep. Main Wesr perform its functron of
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Sincerely,

Qdln/['dilh,,'
t l
thmcs F. Kobler
Chief, Solid Minerals Branch

Enclosure
Approvcd Minc Map

cc: Price Field Office (denct.)

Utatr Division of Oil Gas andMining (ilencl)
1594 lVcst North Temple, Suite l2I0
Sahl.okc Ciry, Utah 84114-5801

P. 04

longwall gob retum air courscs for the life of the north and south longwall block ncar Joc's Vallcy fault
but cannot ba used for finat pillar rccovory. We agreo thst the pillars in Main West inby crosscqt 116
cannd be recovered safely or practically. We also coucru with sealing thc area as the coal is not
recover4blo, rotum vcntilation is no longer rpcdcd and oquipment and any hazardous rnaterials have been
removed.

Oru aprproval for thesc rcvisions to the R2P2 is conditioned on Genwal updating thc rccoverable rreserve
base for the Federal leases at the Crandall Canyon Mine within 30 days. Should e)cra tirDs be necessary
lo finalize thccc numbers, plcace iuforur us at thc contncts listcd bolow. Ttris ie nd a punitive measure,
just an acknowledgement that rEscrys figutes werc nor tracked in the past by all sonccmed. We wish to
tecdry racoverable reeenes for rll leases and leseeee.

Tbis approval of a miuor nrodification lo an cxisting R2P2 is Catcgorically Excludcd Arom National
Envilonryntal Policy Act (NEFA) analysis in that no ncw surfacc disturbencc will occur &om tlis actiorr
as stated in Oventiew of BLM's NEPA hocess, February 1997, Appendix 2, page 2-7 9y71. NEPA
analysis was cstduc{ed fs the lease rmdification arca, and a Finding of No Significant Irpact (FONSI)
was signed iu Novsnber 2(D4.

Genwal's proposod changes to tbe R2P2 courplies with rhe I\fineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amondc4 tha
regularions at 43 CFR 3480, th€ lease tems snd conditious, arrd will achicve maxirnum woromic
recovery of thc Federal coal. Tlp mining plans as depicted on the Octobcr L2,2AD4 suhqissi,on (ACAD
REF: R2P2 CRAI{DALL) is approvcd as submined with the neotisred condition for rescwes update- A
copy of the apprcved mine mrp is enslosed. Thir appnovd constitutes our concurreilcc for R2Hl
requircrncnn fs LJDOGM on the area of the lease modificatior.

If you havc any que$ions, plcasc cootact Stephen Falk ia Prbe at (435) 63C3605 m Jeff McKcoac ot
rny stslf at (801) 5394038.
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